Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ADDIS 02319 270904Z 

11 

ACTION SS-25 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 CCO-00 /026 W 

073304 

O 270839Z EEB 75 
EM AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3382 
INEO AMCONSUL ASMARA 

CONEIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 2319 

EXDIS 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: SECURITY OF AMERICANS IN ASMARA 

THE EMBASSY CONCURS WITH PREVIOUS COMMENTS MADE 
ON VARIOUS OCCASIONS BY THE ASMARA CONGEN (E.G. 

ASMARA 0214 AND 0203) THAT A USG DECISION TO ACCEPT IN 
PART THE EPMG'S AMMUNITION RESUPPLY REQUEST WOULD SIGNIEI- 
CANTLY INCREASE THE DANGER TO AMERICAN PERSONNEL AND 
EACILITIES IN ASMARA. THE PUBLICITY WHICH HAS SUB- 
SEQUENTLY ATTENDED THE AMMUNITION RESUPPLY REQUEST 
HAS CERTAINLY INCREASED THIS DANGER. IF THE DECISION 
MADE INVOLVES PARTIAL ACQUIESCENCE IN THE ETHIOPIAN 
REQUEST, WE THEREEORE RECOMMEND THAT APPROPRIATE 
DISPOSITIONS SIMULTANEOUSLY BE MADE REGARDING THE 
AMERICAN PRESENCE IN ASMARA, INCLUDING THAT OF THE 
CONSULATE GENERAL ITSELE, WHICH TAKE FULL ACCOUNT 
OF THE SECURITY PROBLEM. 
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